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Overview of the Learning: 
In this local study pupils are introduced to an enquiry –based approach to a local study of Wolverhampton. Children will be focusing on 
historical aspects of the city of Wolverhampton in the past and then comparing it to the city today. They will be encouraged to gain skills of 
chronology, change and consequence and looking at key figures and their contribution to the history of Wolverhampton. The children will use a 
range of maps, photographs, sources, oral histories and their first hand experience They will understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources and develop their understanding of interpretations of the past. 
  

Core Aims  
 know and understand the history of the British Isles in 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain 

has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the achievements and follies of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry and how there are 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past. 

 

Children should be taught 
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, 
including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies 
studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences 
of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
societies studied, in Britain and the wider world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical 
events, situations, and changes in the periods studied  

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations 
and changes within and across the different periods and 
societies studied. 

 . 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to:  
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 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in 
different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes 
studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, 
including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed 
sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 
galleries and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and record 
information relevant to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, 
timelines 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods 
studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 
variety of ways [for example, drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms and phrases relating to events studied and the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the everyday lives of people in the past 

 show how things can be the same and different between life in different periods. 

 identify reasons for and results of peoples actions 

 identify and give reasons for different ways in which the past is represented 

 distinguish between different sources- compare different versions of the same story 

 Show an understanding of significant turning point in British History 
  ask and answer questions, 

 Use a range of sources to find out about  
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 identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the periods studied  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
 

 to use a range of maps to locate the 
Wolverhampton. 

 to recognise and describe what 
Wolverhampton is like today. 

 to use skills of enquiry to question what 
Wolverhampton might have been like in the 
past 

 to use historical sources to investigate whether 
and how Wolverhampton may have changed 
through history. 

Welcome to Wolverhampton 
As an introduction to the children learning ask them to reflect on the following questions -  
Where is Wolverhampton? 
What is Wolverhampton like today? 
Has Wolverhampton always been like this? 
Ask the children to discuss and take feedback. Using a range of maps and photographs to 
locate the local area of Wolverhampton today. 
Use maps and photographs of the local area to investigate and identify key features like 
buildings, industries, street names and familiar places. Produce a map of the local area of 
Wolverhampton and include mapping recognisable features of the city like buildings and 
street names. (Link to Geography, therefore this may be done as part of the learning in 
Geography) 
Ask the children to use their skills of enquiry to think and questions whether present 
Wolverhampton was the same in the past. 
Use sources like local history books, leaflets and photographs to examine what 
Wolverhampton has to offer today. 
Write a postcard to friend describing what Wolverhampton is like today. Children to include 
features like street names, buildings, industries etc 
Create a brochure entitled ‘Wolverhampton Today’ and present findings on Wolverhampton 
using pictures, diagrams, captions, sketches and maps. 
Ref links 
www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk 

 

 to locate the period and date of 
Wolverhampton on a time line. 

 to use a range of maps to investigate and 
understand what Wolverhampton was like in 
the past. 

 to draw a map of Wolverhampton in the 
past. 

 To understand who Lady Wulfruna was and 
how Wolverhampton got its name. 

 

What was Wolverhampton like in the past? 
Ask the children to reflect on when Wolverhampton was founded. Introduce the founding of 
Wolverhampton chronologically in relation to the Romans and Anglo-Saxon. Explain that 
Wolverhampton was founded in 985AD.  
 
Use a range of maps and photographs to locate the local area of Wolverhampton in the 
past starting with 1800. Use old maps, (Ref: Mapping the Past- Wolverhampton 1577-1986) 
photographs and past newspaper cuttings of the local area to investigate and identify key 
features like buildings (shops, schools, factories, churches) industries, street names and 
familiar places.  
Look at a copy of the map by Isaac Taylor’s map produced in 1750- Ref: Mapping the Past- 

http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/
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 Wolverhampton 1577-1986) one of the most detailed maps to date. Children to investigate 
what they can see on the map. Ask the children to find specific streets like High Green, 
Cock Street, Goat or Tup Street, Lichfield Street, Dudley Street, St. Peters church, Town 
Hall, Charity School and even a Workhouse – may be! 
Ask the children to produce a map of the local area of Wolverhampton in the past and 
include mapping places, buildings and street names. 
Children to create a table of differences using the headings- Wolverhampton Now and 
Wolverhampton Then. Children to record their findings. 
‘Blast to the Past’- Children to write a letter to a friend imagining to be in the past and 
describe what Wolverhampton was like then. Children to include their findings from their 
research, map work, oral histories, photographs and old news cuttings.  
Investigate how Wolverhampton got its name. Children to story board or create a news 
report of the Anglo-Saxon king Aethelred (the Unready) giving his piece of land at Heantun 
(high town) to Lady Wulfruna. ‘Wulfruna’ and Heantun’ = Wolverhampton. 
Ref links 
www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk 
Secondary source book: Mapping the Past- Wolverhampton 1577-1986 
 

 

 to know why Lady Wulfruna was important in 
the history of Wolverhampton. 

 to make deductions about the life of a key 
figure from local history. 

Who was Lady Wulfruna? Why was Lady Wulfruna a key figure in Wolverhampton’s 
history? 
Introduce the children to Lady Wulfruna. Using a range of written and visual sources to 
investigate the life and significance of Lady Wulfruna in the history of Wolverhampton and 
ask the children to reflect on the questions  
Who was Lady Wulfruna? (935-1005) 
Why was she important in the Wolverhampton’s history?  
Why and how is she remembered today? 
Ask the children to draw a time line and using skills of chronology to map key events in the 
life of Lady Wulfruna. Children could create a story board the story of Lady Wulfruna and 
her connection to Wolverhampton. 
Children could a diary account as Lady Wulfruna presenting keys events and aspects of her 
life using source research and findings or could create an interview with Lady Wulfruna.  

 

 to locate the Victorian period on a time line. 

 to describe and compare Wolverhampton in 

What was Wolverhampton like in Victorian times? 
Ask the children to think about What was Wolverhampton like in Victorian Britain? How was 
Wolverhampton different? What had happened to Wolverhampton during the Victorian 

http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/
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Victorian times to other periods studied. 

 to examine and handle census material to 
collect historic data for births, marriages and 
population figures during Victorian 
Wolverhampton 

period? Ask the children to investigate for themselves using a range of maps and 
photograph, children s to explore and analyse what Wolverhampton was like in Victorian 
Britain.refer to-  Mapping the Past booklet 1577- 1986 
Ask the children to draw a map accurately of Wolverhampton in Victorian Britain and map 
familiar and unfamiliar features like places, buildings (shops, schools, factories, churches), 
industries and street names of the period in question 
Share with the children population figures for Wolverhampton in Victorian times and Births 
and marriages figures for Wolverhampton in Victorian times and other census materials – 
children to use this information to explain what Wolverhampton was like then  

 

 to use a range of secondary sources to 
investigative the visit of Queen Victoria  

 

What happened during Queen Victoria’s visit to Wolverhampton 
Introduce the children to Queen Victoria and Prince Albert using a range of pictures. Who 
do the children think they are? Tell the children that Queen Victoria visited Wolverhampton 
and left the city with a special statue. Share with the children a picture of the statue – are 
the children familiar with this? Do they know where it is? 
Using a range of online sources share with the children information about the royal visit to 
Wolverhampton. Why did she visit? Where did she go? What did the people of 
Wolverhampton think about the visit? What did she give to the city? 
Ask the children to imagine they were part of the crowd that watched the Queens visit, they 
are to write an eye witness account of the visit  
nformation to be found at  
http://www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk/leisure/special_events/victoria2  
http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/articles/Victoria/victoria.htm 
Mapping the Past booklet 1577- 1986 

 to use first hand experiences from an 
educational visit to explain what life was like in 
Wolverhampton during the Victorian period 

 to use key skills of historical enquiry to 
investigate the Mander family  

Key people and families in Victorian Wolverhampton - The Mander Family and the 
Visit to Wightwick Manor 
Tell the children over the next few weeks they are going to be learning about key people 
who lived in Wolverhampton in the past and made a contribution to the city. Introduce the 
children to the Mander Family. Have they heard the name before? Where?  
Use a range of sources to find out about the Mander family. Look at the Mander family tree 
to locate Sir Geoffrey Mander.  
Ask the children to create a journal for a day in the life of a child from the Mander family 
describing life from a wealthy perspective. Maybe compare the wealthy perspective to 
maybe imaging to be a servant working for the Mander family and include the many duties 
they would have had to perform.  

http://www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk/leisure/special_events/victoria2
http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/articles/Victoria/victoria.htm
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Tell the children that they are going to visit Wightwick manor to look for themselves at the 
home of one of the Mander's. Children to visit the home of the Mander family and look at 
how the family lived. Children too take photographs and videos and collect visual and 
written information during the visit. 
Children to present their follow-up learning using text and illustrations  
Information to be found at 
http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/genealogy/Mander/Mander.htm  
http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/genealogy/Mander/history/ManderFamilyHistory.htm  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wightwick_Manor 

 

 to use a range of secondary sources to 
investigate the lives of important people who 
lived in Wolverhampton  

 to use key skills of historical enquiry to 
investigate John Marston 

Key people and families in Victorian Wolverhampton - John Marston 
Introduce the children to John Marston the extremely successful Victorian manufacturer and 
founder of Sunbeam cycle and motorcar companies. Use a range of sources to investigate 
John Marston and his contribution in Wolverhampton past.  
Children to create a persuasive poster for Sunbeam cycles and motorcars.   
Information to be found at 
http://www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk/work/industry/motor 

 to use maps, photographs and newspaper 
cuttings of Wolverhampton from 1900. 

 to make describe and compare Wolverhampton 
in 1900 to other periods studied. 

 to examine and handle census material to collect 
historic data for births, marriages and population 
figures during Victorian Wolverhampton. 

 

What was Wolverhampton like during the 1900’s? 
Using a range of photographic sources- ask the children to look at what Wolverhampton 
was like during the 1900’s. Ask the children to explore the pictures and see if they can 
identify any buildings that still stand today.  
http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/articles/images/Wolverhampton.htm 
Share with the children a range of other historical sources and discuss What was 
Wolverhampton like in 1900?  How was Wolverhampton different? What was happening to 
Wolverhampton in 1900? How had Wolverhampton changed and developed from the 
Victorian period? 
Information to be found at  
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=partner_code%3AWAGMU&cb_submit
=Search&fq%5Bdc.subject%5D%5B%5D=Buildings&cb_page=2 
Ask the children to draw a map accurately of Wolverhampton in 1900- refer to Mapping the 
Past booklet 1577- 1986 and map changes and developments to the city like places, 
buildings (shops, schools, factories, and churches), industries and street names of the 
period in question.  
Children to identify and compare how Wolverhampton has changed from the Victorian 
period. Children to produce a table of changes. 

http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/genealogy/Mander/Mander.htm
http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/genealogy/Mander/history/ManderFamilyHistory.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wightwick_Manor
http://www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk/work/industry/motor
http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/articles/images/Wolverhampton.htm
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=partner_code%3AWAGMU&cb_submit=Search&fq%5Bdc.subject%5D%5B%5D=Buildings&cb_page=2
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=partner_code%3AWAGMU&cb_submit=Search&fq%5Bdc.subject%5D%5B%5D=Buildings&cb_page=2
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 to describe and compare Wolverhampton in 
1960 to other periods studied. 

 to use empathy to imagine living the 
Wolverhampton during 1960. 

 to look and examine families, people, 
industry and changes occurring in 
Wolverhampton during 1960. 

 To develop an awareness of how 
Wolverhampton has changed and 
developed over time. 

What was Wolverhampton like in 1960? 
Ask the children to reflect on What was Wolverhampton like in 1960?  How was 
Wolverhampton different from the 1900’s? Using a range of maps and photographs to 
explore and analyse what Wolverhampton was like in 1960.-  refer to Mapping the Past 
booklet 1577- 1986  
http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/articles/1960s/changes.htm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6N_0WBcss98 
 
Children to identify what still remains in the city from prior learning and then identify new 
changes to the city. Children to think about who lived in the city and how the make-up of 
people had changed  
Ask the children to use the internet to find out for themselves what Wolverhampton was like 
in the 1960’s. Children to present their learning in the form of a report or information text 
 

 

 to know that the local area has changed at 
different periods in the past. 

 to use ICT to carry out historical research 
about a key building in Wolverhampton  

 
 

Wolverhampton today 
Ask the children to consider what they think of first when they are asked about 
Wolverhampton e.g. the Molineux, St Peters church, the Grand theatre. Tell the children 
they are going to choose a place of interest in Wolverhampton and then they are going to 
carry out some historical research about this place and present their learning using ICT   
Over a series of lessons the children are to gather information about their choice of place in 
Wolverhampton and they are to look at its history and how it has changed. Children to 
present their learning using ICT  

http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/articles/1960s/changes.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6N_0WBcss98

